
 
 
Subject: Parent Newsletter - 9/19 

From: Kristen Danusis  
 

Hello CIP Parents/Guardians: Thanks to all that attended Open House this Tuesday evening. I hope 
you share our enthusiasm and optimism that this will be a great school year! 
 
1) Monthly Community Service Projects: As I mentioned at Open House, this year the school 

will be doing monthly community service projects. I believe it's our job to teach students the value 
and importance of giving back and this was one of the action steps included in this year's School 

Improvement Plan. Each month, a grade level or team will plan the project. For the month of 

September, Mrs. Cairone and the Special Area Team (Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Rothberg, Miss S, & Mrs. 
Bergstrom) joined together to work with students and staff on Pinwheels for Peace. September 

21st is International Peace Day. For the last two weeks, the students at CIP discussed what peace 
means and ideas of how to achieve it. Each of our students have expressed their thoughts, feelings 

and ways to achieve peace on a handmade pinwheel. We will display our pinwheels in the front of 
our school on September 23rd, to draw attention to the need for peace in our world and the 

impact it has on our community. 

 
2) School Improvement Team: I am recruiting parents for the 2014-15 School Improvement 

Team. This team meets at the school on the second Wednesday of each month from 5-6 pm. Many 
of the items I mentioned at Open House (including our revised mission statement and School 

Improvement Plan) came from ideas generated by this team. This team will continue to address 

the action steps of the School Improvement Plan and divide up into subcommittees to address 
more specific areas of interest. If you are interested in serving on this important committee, please 

contact me via email or at 647-5100. 
  

3) Bullying Prevention Subcommittee: A subgroup of our PBIS team is creating a Bullying 

Prevention Subcommittee. Bullying is a term that we hear all the time now. My goal is to inform 
students, staff, and parents on what bullying really is and what it is not and most importantly, how 

students can solve disagreements in a respectful manner. Goals of this committee would be to:  
1) Create forms, policy, & procedures for reporting and responding to bullying 

2) Determine ways to inform staff, students, & parents on topics such as: What is bullying? How 
should parents/staff/students respond to bullying? How can we provide students with the tools to 

resolve a disagreement in a respectful manner? 

*If you are interested in serving on this subcommittee, please reach out to Mrs. Ruscito at 
ARuscito@fg.k12.ri.us. The dates/times of the meetings have not yet been determined. 

  
4) From our PTG: Please note our email has changed. For questions and comments, please email 

us at ptg@paineschool.org or visit our web page at paineschool.org and click on the parent teacher 

group tab. We have lost all our email contacts, so please email us at our new address to be added 
to our contacts.  

 
- Show your Paine Panther Pride with an Isaac Paine T-shirt. Currently on sale are long and short 

sleeved t-shirts. Please see attached form for more information. 
 

- We are seeking volunteers to chair and help with the penny social and breakfast with Santa. This 

event will not be able to continue unless we have someone to chair this event. Please contact us at 
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ptg@paineschool.org if you are interested. 

 
- Please join PTG on Thursday, October 2nd at 6:30 pm at Paine School for a "Meet the 

candidates night". We have invited the 12 candidates running for Town Council to come and 
introduce themselves and then a question and answer period will follow with each candidate 

having a specific amount of time to respond. Robert Boyden will moderate this event.  

 
- Photographers Wanted! We are looking for parent volunteers to take photos of our Paine School 

students and staff for the yearbook. Please email us at ptg@paineschool.org if you are interested 
in volunteering. 

 
- It's that time of year to Go Nuts! Our biggest fundraiser of the year, the nut sale, will be kicking 

off next week. Please look for the form in your student's folder, see it attached, and on our 

website. Fundraising helps bring classroom programs, assemblies and helps with the cost of field 
trips for the students at Paine School. Please pass this out to family and friends. The pick-up for 

nuts this year will be held on November 20th at the South Foster Fire Station from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
We are also looking for volunteers to help pack nuts. Packing of nuts will be done at the South 

Foster Fire Station on the 18th 19th and 20th of November. An hour or two of your time will be 

greatly appreciated. Please email us for more information or to sign-up to help.  
 

- Captain's Corner will be open once a month on the last Friday of the month. Our grand opening 
will be October 31st. Please email Rachel Smith at asmith613@yahoo.com if you would like to sign-

up for a Friday at any time throughout the year.  
 

- PTG meetings are being held every other month. Please join us with new ideas or feedback on 

prior events. Our next meeting is November 12th at 6:30 Paine School library. 
 

Parent Resources: 
1) Growth Mindset: At the Open House, I spoke about using the growth mindset research and 

findings to help students build their self-esteem. This article is making its way around social 

media....very interesting. It's about how girls are more impacted by fixed mindset than boys. 

http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2013/04/giving-good-praise-to-girls-what-messages-stick/ 
 

2) Math Resources: I have had many parents ask for ways they can help their child with our 

new common core aligned math curriculum. The very best things you can do is educate yourself 
about the new standards and reinforce with your child that yes, the new standards are challenging. 

The standards require students (& adults) to think about what numbers and formulas really mean 
instead of just memorizing steps. It's critical that we help students persevere when tasks get 

difficult. We know that things that are worth learning don't usually come easy and typically require 

more work. I found this great website devoted to helping parents better understand what is being 
taught in math: http://commoncore.org/parents. Hope it helps! 

 
Important Dates: 

10/2: Meet the Candidates Night at 6:30 in the CIP library 
10/8: School Improvement Team meeting 5:00-6:00 in library. Please let me know if you're 

interested in joining! All are welcome to attend. 

10/28: Flu clinic at PMS from 4:00-6:30p  
 

Have a great weekend!!! 
Kristen Danusis 

Principal 

Captain Isaac Paine Elementary School 
 

Help save the earth and avoid hitting "print" 
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